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Invitation to Make a Positive Impact

Established in 1996, Prostate Cancer Research Institute was founded to 
provide current, unbiased information to men who face the intimidating 
prospect of choosing their own treatment.  PCRI believes that patients 
empowered with understandable educational and medical information 
ultimately will benefit with better cure rates an improved quality of life. 

We invite you to participate in the Prostate Cancer Conference to be held 
in Los Angeles, California on September 11-12, 2010.  This is the tenth year PCRI is hosting 
this prestigious event. An impressive line-up of world-renowned prostate cancer experts will be 
presenting current information and cutting-edge research related to treatment and lifestyle.  

This two-day event is expected to attract more than 800 prostate cancer survivors, physicians, 
patient advocates, researchers, and other healthcare professionals from around the world.  The 
conference proceedings will be videotaped and distributed globally to another 700 or so support 
groups. The PCRI conference is a unique opportunity to reach many diverse stakeholders in the 
prostate cancer community.

Please review the accompanying Sponsoring & Exhibiting Opportunities and determine your 
level of involvement and participation. If you need additional information or have any questions, 
please call 310.743.2116 or email jbueno@pcri.org 

We look forward to seeing you in September in Los Angeles!

Sincerely,

 
Mark Scholz, MD
Executive Director

PROSTATE
CANCER
CONFERENCE

MARRIOTT LOS ANGELES AIRPORT HOTEL, CALIFORNIA
September 11-12, 2010
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About the PCRI

Mission
The Prostate Cancer Research Institute is a 501(c)(3) charitable not-for-profit organization whose 
mission is to improve the quality of men’s lives by supporting research and disseminating information 
that educates and empowers patients, families and the medical community. The objective of PCRI 
is to educate patients, their families and physicians about prostate cancer by providing the most 
current information on prostate cancer diagnosis, staging, treatments and available resources. PCRI 
believes that a patient who understands his disease and treatment options will be empowered 
to communicate more effectively with his physician(s) and will obtain a better outcome. PCRI 
intends to use all available communication tools and programs, including a helpline, a quarterly 
newsletter, a website, and professional conferences to accomplish this most important educational 
objective.

Background
PCRI was founded in 1996 by Stephen B. Strum, MD and Mark C. Scholz, MD, internationally 
recognized medical oncologists specializing in prostate cancer, with support from the Daniel 
Freeman Hospital Foundation in Southern California. Drs. Strum and Scholz’s vision was that 
an organization providing insightful clinical research in combination with high-level educational 
activities, directed at both the patient and physician, would greatly enhance outcomes for prostate 
cancer patients everywhere. Working after hours to contribute their professional skills in cutting 
edge work on prostate cancer, then sharing this information via lectures and published material, 
Strum and Scholz made the results of their clinical research as well as  that of other physicians and 
researchers available to patients and physicians. As a result, PCRI has been involved in important 
developments in prostate cancer therapy, discoveries that have a direct effect on the quality of life 
for men with prostate cancer.

Working together for a cure

Making a Positive Impact
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Programs
 
PCRI Helpline
The PCRI Helpline is unique in the way it interacts with callers 
seeking help in understanding and dealing with prostate cancer. 
Callers to the PCRI Helpline include men with various stages 
of prostate cancer, their families and friends, or physicians. The 
majority of the Helpline interactions (as frequent as fifty phone 
calls, emails or faxes per day) focus on providing education to 
prostate cancer patients. The Helpline staff facilitator works with the caller to elicit vital medical 
information needed to assess the nature and extent of the disease so that the facilitator can provide 
information that is accurate and relevant to the caller’s situation. The Helpline facilitators provide 
medical information that will assist in the patient’s communication with his physician, but do not 
give medical advice. 

PCRI Helpline facilitators have been thoroughly trained to provide accurate information about 
prostate cancer by Drs. Strum and Scholz and other PCRI medical advisors. Their training also 
involves many hours reviewing PCRI educational materials. Helpline facilitators have access to a 
Board of Medical Advisors to obtain information pertinent to a caller’s individual situation. The 
Helpline staff reviews medical articles from such periodicals as The Journal of Urology, Urology, The 
Journal of Clinical Oncology, and The Oncologist and Cancer to stay current with the latest advances 
in prostate cancer research and treatment. In addition, educational group emails are sent to PCRI 
Helpline facilitators highlighting important developments. 

PCRI is the only prostate cancer education and research organization performing this vital 
educational service under the supervision of a Board of Medical Advisors trained in the specialty 
of prostate cancer that constantly educates and evaluates the Helpline staff. 

PCRI Insights
Insights is a sophisticated quarterly newsletter designed to educate and 
empower those in the prostate cancer community. The first issue of Insights 
was published in October of 1998. In each issue, new developments in 
the evaluation and treatment of prostate cancer have been introduced 
with highly focused reviews and supporting charts, illustrations and 
graphics. Insights is distributed to more than 20,000 individuals, including 
prostate cancer patients, their families and friends. In addition, interested 
urologists, medical oncologists, and radiation oncologists who are 
members of the American Urologic Association, the American Society of 
Clinical Oncology and the American Society for Therapeutic Radiation 
Oncologists, respectively, receive Insights on a complimentary basis. Insights 

subscribers are located in the United States, Canada and many other countries around the world. 

PCRI Helpline
800-641-PCRI



2010 Prostate Cancer Conference 5

PCRI Conferences
Since its inception, PCRI has been instrumental in planning and 
presenting conferences that have attracted audiences as large as 
1500 participants. The conferences have provided patients and 
their caregivers with the latest information on diagnosis and 
treatment, along with suggestions for dealing with all aspects of 
prostate cancer. Conferences have featured lectures from many of 
the leading physicians and scientists in the field.  Additionally, most 
of the presentations have been recorded on video and are available 
to the public free of charge. These recordings have provided expert information for programs at 
hundreds of support group meetings. These conferences that bring together many people with a 
vital interest in topics related to prostate cancer have been made possible by a number of generous 
sponsors and a legion of dedicated volunteers.

PCRI Website 
PCRI was one of the first prostate cancer resource organizations to use 
webcasting as an educational tool with the creation of the PCRI website  
(www.prostate-cancer.org or www.pcri.org) in 1998. The PCRI website 
currently averages more than 75,000 visitors and an astounding 900,000 page 
views per month. The website contains a wealth of information, featuring 
medical articles by leading prostate cancer specialists and papers published by  
Drs. Strum and Scholz.  All issues of Insights may be downloaded for viewing 
and/or printing from the website.  Additionally, Software Programs designed by 
Dr. Glenn Tisman to facilitate evaluation and prognosis of the individual patient 

may be found on the PCRI website. The website has links to more than 30 PowerPoint presentations 
related to prostate cancer issues. Most recently, educational videos from PCRI sponsored conferences 
and other meetings have been uploaded and are now available through the website.

PCRI Research
PCRI has been involved in major clinical research that has helped 
improve the quality as well as length of life for men with prostate 
cancer. PCRI has helped increase awareness on the importance of 
bone integrity in prostate cancer. Drs. Strum and Scholz of PCRI 
were the first to routinely use pamidronate, a medicine used in the 
setting of bone metastases from prostate cancer, before Medicare 
even approved it. Drs Strum and Scholz were also one of the first 
to speak about anemia (the deficiency of red blood cells) associated 
with androgen deprivation (AAAD). Androgen deprivation is a side effect associated with the 
elimination or blockage of androgens (male hormones).  Furthermore, PCRI was the first to promote 
the use of human recombinant erythropoietin (Brand names Procrit, Epogen) to protect against 
AAAD. Another huge finding out of PCRI, is the effect that Viagra can play on patients recovering 
from androgen deprivation therapy (a treatment that eliminates or blocks androgens to the prostate 
cancer cell). In a study of 21 patients, it was found that erectile function was dramatically restored 
in the majority of men using Viagra. 



Working Together for a Cure

Access to latest services and products
Informative presentations on the latest treatments

Convenient location

Reach your target audience directlyInsights from the medical community

Lectures from leading prostate cancer experts

Family workshops and support group meetings Evening events for socializing and networking




